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Fort St. Geoige to dispose of what he could there, but finding no Encourage-
ment from that Maiket, carried it to Bengal. On his Arrival he compli-
mented Mr. Sheldon with the Offer of his Pepper and Wine, but he
declined meddling with that Bargain, farther than with as much of the
Pepper, at the current Price, as would balance his Account of Principal
and respondentia. Accordingly Perrin delivered so much Pepper, and, on the
Delivery, required his Bond up, but the Governor told him, that he being
a Fellow troubled with the Spirit of interloppmg in buying Goods, and
taking Freights where he could best get them, he would keep that Bond
as a Curb on him, that he should not spoil his Markets for the future.
Poor Peri in used all his Rhetorick to get his Bond up, but to no Purpose;
and the Governor moreover gave his Wine a bad Name, so that he could
not dispose of that either, and all this Oppression was in order to straiten
him, that he might be obliged to sell his new purchased Ship, at a low
Price, to him and his Associates, which, at last, he was obliged to do,
holding a Quarter Part in. his own Hands, to secure the Command of her
to himself, which, after all, he could hardly do. Perrin made his Complaint
to me, but I was in no Condition to assist him, because I, having three or
four large Ships at Bengal, was reckoned a Criminal guilty of that un-
pardonable Sin of Interloppmg; however, I advised Perrin to comply with
his inexorable Master, on any Terms of Agreement whatsoever, which he
endeavoured to do, that he might, at least, keep the Command of his
Ship, where he was so much concerned, and had hardly done it, but by
Accident. One Day meeting me on the Green near the Fort, he stopt
me to relate his Grievances, and begged, that, if he was turned out of his
own Ship, he might have an Employ in one of mine, which I promised he
should.

Sheldon espied us, out of a Window, holding a long Confabulation, and
being impatient to know about what, sent a Servant to call Pernn^ and he,
obeying the Summons, was interrogated about what our Discourse was;
and he told the Promise I had made him. Sheldon told him, that he was
as capable to employ him, as I could be. Perrin answered, that he knew
that, but wished that he would be as willing too; so Sheldon promised that
he should command his own Ship to Persia.

But the Wine still lay unsold, tho' it was scarce then in Bengal; but the
Name that it got, first at Fort St. George, and afterward in Fort William, stuck
so fast to it, that none of it would go off at any Price, so I advised him to
carry it off in the Night, in my Boats, on board of one of my Ships, and I
would try if I could serve him in selling it, which accordingly he did, and
two Gentlemen of the Council, being that Season bound for England,